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Amendments to the Claims : 

Amend the claims as set forth in the following listing of 
claims . 

This listing of claims shall replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-22 (Canceled) 

23. (Currently amended) A method of gathering 
identification data from an identification tag or label 
associated with an item, comprising the steps of 

acquiring first item identification data by reading a tag 
or label with a data reader; 

providing a plurality of delay times of different 
durations; 

the data reader ^actively selecting a delay time, out of the 
plurality of delay times, based upon a given criteria acquired 
during_oper^t_ion while_Qatherinq_ident: .if icat iqn_data ; 

starting a timer set to expire after expiration of the 
delay time selected; 

reporting the first item identification data to a host; 

acquiring second item identification data by reading a tag 
or label; 

if the second item identification data is the same as the 
first item identification data and if the timer has not expired, 
not reporting the second item identification data to the host. 
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24. (Previously presented) A method according to Claim 23 
further comprising 

if the second item identification data is not the same as 
the first item identification data or if the timer has expired, 
reporting the second item identification data to the host. 

25. (Previously presented) A method according to Claim 24 
further comprising 

if the second item identification data is reported to host, 
restarting the timer. 

26. (Previously presented) A method according to Claim 23 
further comprising 

if the timer has expired, reporting the second item 
identification data to the host. 



27. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 23 of 
gathering, ,i de_nt i fjLcat ion da t a_f rom _an id_ent ijjicat i on . tag or 
label associated with an item, comprising the steps of 

acquirjL^ data by reading a tag 

or label with a data reader; 

p^v i ding a, plurality of delay time_s of differen t 
durations ; 

the data ^reader selecting a delay time, out of the 
plurality of_delay times, ba_sed upon a given criteria;, 

starting a timer set : to expire after expiration of the 
d_el ay t ime _s e 1 e cte d ^ 

re porting_ the first item identification data to a host ; 

_acguirjmg second it ,em_i_dent if icat_ipn data _by reading, a _j:_ag 
or la_bel^ 
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if the second it em identif i c a t i on _da ta is the sa me as the 
first item identificat ion data and i f th e ,t_imer_has not expired , 
not reporting the sec ond item ident i fication d ata to t he host, 

wherein the step of selecting a delay time based upon a 
given criteria comprises determining whether the item is 
weighable or non-weighable . 

28. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 23 of 
gathering ident ifi cat ion data from an identif ication__tag or 
label associated with an item, comprising the steps of 

acquiring first item identification data by reading a tag 
or label with a da t<L_ reader i 

providing a plurality of delay times of different 
durations;, 

the data reader selecting a delay time, out of the 
plui^aJJJty of delay_ times, based upon a q j/ yen__criteria; ^ 

starting a timer set to expire after expiration of the 
delay time_s elected ^ 

reporting the first item identification data to a host; 

acguirina_^^cpnd _ _item identification data by reading a tag 
or label; 

if _the second item identif ication da.ta is the__same__as th e 
first item identification data and if the timer has not expired, 
not report ing_ the second _item identification data_to_the host, 

wherein the step of selecting a delay time based upon a 
given criteria comprises determining a type of tag or label 
being read. 
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29. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 23 pf 
ga thering identification data fr o m an iden t ification tag or 
label ass ociated wit h an i tem, comprising th e s teps of 

acquiring first item identif ica t i on data _by_ read i ng ^a _ t ag 
o r label with a data reader ; 

providing a jplura_lity__of__delay times of different 
dur atio ns; 

.the, data_reader selecting, a .delay time put of the 
plurality of delay times, based upon a given oriteria; 

starting a timer set to expire after expiration of the 
delay time selected; 

reporting the first item identification data to a host; 

acquiring second item identification data by reading a tag 
or label;. 

if the second item identification data is the same as the 
j Eir_sjb item identif i_c_ation _data _ an d__if the JtimerMias n ot _^pired/_ 
not reporting the second item identification data to the host, 

wherein the step of selecting a delay time based upon a 
given criteria comprises determining a class of item being read. 

30. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 23 of 
gathexing„i^_entij^^ f g om_a n iden ti f_icajbipn_t_ag or 
label associated with an item, comprising the steps of 

acquiring_ first _item identif ication dat^by^ reading a tag 
or label with a data reade r^ 

providing a plurality of delay times of different 
durations^ 

the data reader selecting a delay time, out of the 
plurality^of _delay_ times 7 _bas_ed upon a . giyen jc^iteria^ 
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starting a ti mer set to expire after expiratio n of t he 
1 t im e se lecte d; 

reporting the first item id entification dat a to a host; 
acq uirin g se cond i tem ident if i cat ion d ata by reading^ a ta g 
or la bel; 

if the ,se_cond .item identification data is the_same_as_the 
f irst i tem ident ificat i on data a n d if t he timer ha s not expired , 
not jreport ing_ the second item ide_ntif ication_data to the host^ 

wherein the step of selecting a delay time based upon a 
given criteria comprises determining if the item being read is a 
produce item and selecting a longer delay time if the item is 
determined to be a produce item. 

31. (Currently amended) A method of reading an 
identification label or tag associated with an item, comprising 
the steps of 

obtaining item identification data by reading label or tag 
with a data reader; 

reporting the item identification data to a host; 

activating a timer set to expire after expiration of a 
delay time; 

resetting the timer upon a subsequent reading of a tag or 
label ; 

preventing reporting of a subsequent reading of a label or 
tag of the same item identification data unless the timer has 
expired; 

the data read er.switc 'hi ng between operating in a oclcctcd 
one of first and second operating modes based upon a given 
c^i t_eri a acquired . while _gaj:her ing __ ident ifi cat ign^dat a wherein 
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the delay time in the first operating mode is longer than the 
delay time in the second operating mode. 

32. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 31 

f urthcr of__ reading an identification label or tag associated with 

an item, c omp r i s i ng _ t h e ^ s t ep s_p f 

obtaining item identification data by read ing label or tag 

with a_data reader; 

reporting the A t ^ m i_dentificat ion data. to_a host ^ 
activating a tim_er set to expire after expiration of _a 

delay time; 

resetting the timer upon a subseguent .reading of a tag or 
label ; 

preventing reporting of a subsequent reading of a_ J.abel.or 
tag of the same item identification data unless the timer has 
expired; 

operating in a selected one of first and second operating 
modes wherein _the delay time in the first operating mode is 
longer than the delay time in the second operating mode; 

determining if the item being read is a produce item and 
selecting a longer delay time if the item is determined to be a 
produce item. 

33. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 31 
furthcr of r^ajiing an identification label or _tag associated with 
an item, comprising the steps of 

obtjainjjig_Jj^ by„ reading label, _pr_t_ag 

with a data reader; 

repor t ing_t he it em__ iderit ij! ica t ion_ data _ .to., a host ; 
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activati ng a timer set to expire af ter expiration of a 
delay time; 

resetting t he__ t imer u pon a su bsequent r e ad ing of a tag or 

labels- 
preve nting reporting of a subsequent reading of a la bel or 

tag of the same, item identification data unless _ the, timer has 

expir ed; 

operating in__a selected^one of first _andLsec_ond operating 
modes wherein the jelay time in_the f i^gt^perating^ mode is 
longer than the delay time_,_in the second operating mode; 

determining if the item being read is an item sold by 
weight needing to be weighed and selecting a longer delay time 
if the item is determined to be such an item. 

34. (Previously presented) A system for reading an 
identification label or tag associated with an item, comprising 

a data reader for acquiring item identification data from 
the label or tag; 

a system processor in the data reader for determining a 
type of tag or label; 

a timer in communication with the system processor for 
preventing reporting of subsequent reading of a label or tag 
that occurs before the timer expires, the timer being settable 
by the system processor for different expiration times based on 
an aspect of the item identification data acquired. 

35. (New) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the step 
of selecting a delay time based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining whether the item is weighable or non-weighable . 
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36. (New) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the step 
of selecting a delay time based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining a type of tag or label being read. 

37. (New) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the step 
of selecting a delay time based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining a class or type of item being read. 

38. (New) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the step 
of selecting a delay time based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining if the item being read is a produce item and 
selecting a longer delay time if the item is determined to be a 
produce item. 

39. (New) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the step 
of selecting a delay time based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining relative frequency of pieces of complete code data 
received by the data reader. 

40. (New) A method according to Claim 31 wherein the step 
of switching between modes based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining whether the item is weighable or non-weighable . 

41. (New) A method according to Claim 31 wherein the step 
of switching between modes based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining a type of tag or label being read. 

42. (New) A method according to Claim 31 wherein the step 
of switching between modes based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining a class or type of item being read. 
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43. (New) A method according to Claim 31 wherein the step 
of switching between modes based upon a given criteria comprises 
determining if the item being read is a produce item and 
operating in the first mode if the item is determined to be a 
produce item. 

44. (New) A method according to Claim 31 wherein the data 
reader comprises an optical code reader. 
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